Agreement and Settlement Contract

On this day [e], this agreement was entered into
between:

I. Major General Dr. Khaled Mubarak
Hussein Bakri, representing the South Sinai
Governorate, in his capacity as Governor of
South Sinai and legal representative of the
South Sinai  Governorate, pursuant to
Presidential Decree No. 259 of 2024.

(“First Party”)

2. Father Dimitri Samatzis (Damianos),
representing the Saint Catherine Monastery
(the “Monastery”), in his capacity as the
Archbishop and legal representative of the
Monastery, pursuant to Presidential Decree No.
306 of 1974.

(“Second Party”)

(Referred to collectively heremnafter as the “Parties”)

(Preliminary Clause)

Whereas the South Sinai Govemorate and the Local
Municipality of the City of Saint Catherine - the First
Party - had filed the lawsuit No. (24) of 2015 Sharm
El-Sheikh against Archbishop Dimitr1i Samatzis
Damianos, in his personal capacity and in his capacity
as the legal representative of the Monastery - the
Second Party, and the Chairman of the Board of
Directors of the Environmental Affairs Agency in his
capacity, and the Minister of Antiquities in his capacity
as the Chairman of the Supreme Council of
Antiquities.

In the session of 30 May, 2022, the South Sinai Court
of First Instance ruled to evict the first defendant in his
personal capacity and in his capacity from the plots of
land under dispute, amounting to (29) sites, whose
borders and landmarks were described in the expert
report delegated by the court in the session of May 23,
2015, obligating him to deliver them to the plaintiffs,
along with all buildings, plants, crops, or any other
items, free from people and occupants, considering
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these constructions as compensation for use from the
date of the seizure until the ruling, and rejected all
other requests.

Each of the Parties to the lawsuit appealed the
aforementioned ruling at the Ismailia Court of Appeal,
El-Tor Circuit, under appeal numbers (226) and (228)
of the 32nd Judicial Year. The Court of Appeal ordered
the consolidation of the two appeals and, before ruling
on their merits, ruled for the appointment of a five-
member committee of experts from the Ministry of
Justice, which undertook the assigned mission and
submitted a report containing a description of the
disputed plots of land, amounting to (71) plots, their
descriptions, boundaries, landmarks, areas, and the
features of possession on each of them, in respect to
their activities or buildings, and the decisions related to
them and the legal actions that occurred regarding
them between the Parties to this agreement. The two
appeals are still being deliberated before the court and
are adjourned to the session on March 26, 2025.

And whereas the Egyptian state, through all its
competent national institutions, recognizes the
necessity of preserving the historical importance and
cultural heritage of the Saint Catherine area as a natural
reserve, which includes the Monastery, along with its
borders as outlined by the decision of the Minister of
Culture and Chairman of the Supreme Council of
Antiquities No. 509 of 1997, and the decisions of the
Ministry of Culture and the Minister of Antiquities
attached to the agreement, and the affiliated activities
that resulted in impacts that significantly shaped the
culture of the Sinai community that has lived in this
area for centuries since the fourth century AD,
considering the cultural heritage of the Monastery area
and the resulting archeological structures and
agricultural activities of a special nature as among the
most significant landmarks upon which Egypt relied on
n its application to the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) for
declaring and adopting the area as a World Cultural
Heritage Site, which succeeded by registering the
Monastery as a World Heritage Site in June 2002 under
the UNESCO Convention for the Protection of World
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Heritage of 1972, signed by the Arab Republic of
Egypt, which gave the area unique human and cultural
value.

Given the cultural, environmental, and religious
significance of the Saint Catherine Monastery area,
and the Egyptian state’s desire to magnify the central
role of the site as a religious destination and to uphold
the values of coexistence, peaceful cooperation among
religions, freedom of worship, and equality, while
enhancing the government’s pioneering role in
preserving natural reserves and constantly working on
their development and the preservation of their natural
resources in parallel with its continuous pursuit of
development as a human right for the future
generations, and i consideration of the (71) plots in
line with the applicable Egyptian regulations, the
Parties have agreed to end the judicial dispute by
means of a settlement that ensures the preservation of
natural and cultural heritage and natural resources,
euaranteeing the right of individuals to practice their
religious rituals and ensuring this country’s ability to
implement 1its future plans aimed at sustainable
development as one of the objectives of the modemn
Egyptian state.

Accordingly, the Parties have agreed on the following:

(Clause One)

The registration, in 2002, of the Saint Catherine Area
in the World Heritage List of UNESCO’s 1972 World
Heritage Convention, along with the attached
statement detailing the land plots, churches, and
buildings affiliated with the Monastery, which
complements the contract and its annexes, along with
the aforementioned preliminary clause are considered
an integral part of this agreement, supplementing,
completing, and interpreting its provisions.

(Clause Two)
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The Parties affirm their commitment to the principles
outlined in the World Heritage Convention signed by
the Egyptian state, and the inclusion of the Saint
Catherine Monastery, based on the cultural criteria, in
2002 and the documents submitted by the Egyptian
state as part of that registration.

(Clause Three)

The Parties agree, pursuant to the registration of the
Saint Catherine Monastery in the World Heritage List
of the World Heritage Convention, that the Monastery
and its buildings, plots of land, churches, and
associated buildings detailed in the attached statement
signed by the Parties are the property of the Monastery
belonging to the Greek Orthodox doctrine.

The Monastery shall maintain autonomy by managing
its internal affairs, whether administrative or religious,
without interference from extemal authorities. This
means that the Monastery will make its own decisions
on daily operations, cultural preservation, and
adherence fo its traditions. This provision confirms the
Monastery’s unique historical and spiritual status,
allowing it to maintain its 1dentity and heritage
throughout the centuries. All of the foregoing is under
the administration of the Abbot, who holds the rank of
Archbishop of the Diocese of Sinai m Egypt. The
antiquities i Saint Catherine are subject to a
comprehensive system of legal oversight operating
under the provisions of the Antiquities Protection Law
No. 117 of 1983, as amended by Law No. 3 of 2010,
No. 1 of 2018, and No. 20 0of 2020 for the Protection of
Landmarks, in addition to the Environmental Law No.
4 of 1994, and the Cultural Coordination Law No. 114
of 2006.

Any interventions for the maintenance of the buildings
are camried out with utmost care by the Monastery
authorities and the Supreme Council of Egyptian
Antiquities, which operates through the South Sinai
Regional Office of Egyptian Antiquities located at El
Tor. Anything that may threaten to erase the originality
of the buildings 1s prohibited. Furthermore, not only
are the buildings protected, but more importantly, the
monastic life is also preserved within the Monastery’s
walls. The development of life i the surrounding area

S Gl xd 53

S all B el L IS5 ol VL 205yl inl e 6 L0 33
O S il Aihaia 2130 53 pmall A1 gall (o dad gall el )
o Radiall Calaiaaddl 5 Yo o ¥ le 8 RN el o 2Ly jean

el b ) (3 e A sl

(I i)

Oe Aadgall el &l S gl ey gy olall) ()
aliag pall GL Yo Y siigrz i pall Jeaadi g 4 peadll e sl
Sl Shead 5,10 Aadl Sldly GSUSI ol W) ol
Al i) g AIS il po dlle o G Hlall e @8 sall 5 (38 el

A3 55 V1 4 il

3l A S o) guu cglalall 43 5308 5la) 8 IRy jaall Lading
iy ) g ) O Ay Lae o sl SUalid) e Janil) (5 g0 oA
il Al BLas) g A 431 5 e Jalaall g dae sl 4llas andadi A6
alSa o 1ol aSall 13 2ey LS Aalall ol aa LS 1)
o A jigahe o Dliallal iy Lae iy dll dus g 5 4y il
AL a5 i) Jang 31 0l gy 3ol i olld JS 5 5 a8
S e () psm e om0 B il pan B el A0 )
an ) ) 48 HT Jl alail o S Sl & JUY) el
Judl VAAY alad VIV L8y Y dlea 6 AlSa] g
pled Yo alyg (Yo 0A el ) ady e ¥ ode alal 7ol il il
N29¢ alad £ a8 ) A0 el ) ABLaYly called]) Aglaad (Y Y

Yoot el VY€ A g slmal) il sl
oall cillalis J8 e Baad Gliey Sl &lual AN o ol
PN U 1 TG PEPRX ([P W WO | 3 { PV PR
$h gt ¥y gl (A3 peaddl Y At w i) sl o gial
A Y el e b dle (Aldl L) alhall s 23y B g
Liagf Jaind I3 (e a1 5 s ccpmamd gnll 13 e il den
s obad) gt e Jaall 2y LS ¢ pall ) gud Jaha Ayl )l 5Ll
A gal) el 311 pe (385 A a3l Adadl iy ddapaall dadaidll

U5 il g s




1s also carried out in accordance with a strict
management plan in accordance with the commitments
of the Egyptian state within the framework of
registering the Monastery as a World Heritage Site in
2002, in accordance with the World Heritage
Convention.

(Clause Four)

The Parties agree to affirm the preservation of the
Monastery’s Architecture, its artistic treasures, and all
the surrounding buildings which are regarded as
heritage and religious sites, and the preservation of
ancient trees as they paint our environmental heritage
and are an invaluable natural treasure, as they witness
the passage of time and change in conditions and carry
ancient stories and histories, which are an invaluable
part of our cultural identity.

(Clause Five)

The Parties agree to confinn their respect for all
existing decisions made by the Prime Minister, the
Minister of Culture, and the Chief of the Antiquities
Authority regarding the Monastery and all churches
and buildings surrounding the Monastery, particularly
regarding the land plots in dispute in lawsuit No. (24)
of 2015 and appealed under appeal numbers (226),
(228), amounting to (71) plots, as detailed in the
expert's report filed in the lawsuit on 23/5/2015 and
also detailed in the attached statement signed by the
Parties which concerns the churches, monasteries, and
agricultural lands surrounding the Monastery, all of
which are integral parts of the Monastery of Saint
Catherine and fall within its perimeter.

(Clause Six)

The First Party is obliged to take the appropriate
measures and arrangements to protect the area and
secure the Monastery in cooperation with the Second
Party. The Second Party is obliged to preserve the
monastery and abide by the laws mentioned in the
preliminary clause and provide the necessary facilities
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to visitors in accordance with the established rituals
and regulations of the Monastery.

(Clause Seven)

The Parties have fully agreed to be bound by the
reconciliation, waiver, and the termination of the
ongoing legal dispute between the South Sinai
Governorate and the Monastery, the subject of lawsuit
No. (24) of 2015 and appeals No. (226) and (228) of
the 32nd Judicial Year, as well as in the case No. 37 of
2014, m the St. Catherine Court of Misdemeanors,
registered under case No. (1119) of 2017,
misdemeanors appellate Court of Sharm El-Sheikh,
ruled on 27/11/2022. They also pledge to waive and
reconcile all mutual lawsuits and legal disputes
between them and to settle all outstanding
disagreements through reconciliation.

(Clause Eight)

This agreement has been drafted in three copies, with
each party holding one copy, and one copy to be filed
with the documents of the aforementioned appeal. This
agreement is notarized by the signatures of the Parties
and stamped with the official seal of the South Sinai
Governorate.

Attached are the following documents:

1. A statement of the land plots, churches, and
buildings subject to the agreement.

2. Maps detailing the land plots, churches, and
buildings subject to the agreement.

3. The documents pertaining to the registration of the
Monastery in accordance with the UNESCO
Convention. registered in 2002.
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First Party

Signature:

Major General Dr. Khaled Mubarak Hussein Bakry

Govemnor of South Sinai

Second Party

Signature:

His Eminence Archbishop Dimitri
(Damianos)

Archbishop of Saint Catherine's Monastery
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